An Account of ſome Druidical Remains in Derby- 
ſhire. In a Letter to the Right Honmrable Fre- 


derick Montagu, F. A.S. By Hayman Rooke, E/7. 
F. AS. 


Read at the Society of AxnTiIaUARIEs, March 13, 1794. 


DEAR SIR, 


N this letter I have ventured to deſcribe ſome Druidical 

remains in Derbyſhire hitherto unnoticed, which, if you 
think ſufficiently intereſting to be communicated to the So- 
ciety, I muſt beg you will do me the honour to preſent to 
them. 

The inveſtigation of monuments of remote antiquity, 1s an 
intereſting purſuit to an Autiquary ; and undoubtedly the 
moſt ancient we have in Britain are thoſe of the Druids, 
whoſe religion was, moſt probably, that of the Patriarch Abra- 
ham, brought into this iſland by a Phoenician colony ſoon 
after his time. Dr. Stukeley was of this opinion, and obſerves, 
that the Druid Philoſophers and Prieſts are never ſpoken 
of in antiquity but with a note of admiration ; and are 
always ranked with the Magi of the Perſians, the Gymno- 
„ ſophiſts of the Indians, the Prophets and Hierophants of 
the Egyptians, and thoſe ſort of Patriarchal Prieſts, whoſe 
orders commenced before idolatry began, from whom the 
„ Pythagoreans, Platoniſts, and Greek Philoſophers, learned 


the beſt things they knew [a].“ 


[a] Stukeley's Preface to Stonehenge. 
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As the Druids never committed their ſacred myſteries to 
writing, the only clew we have left, by which we can trace 
the religious rites and judicial ceremonies of this extraordi- 
nary order of prieſts and magiſtrates, is their rock mo- 
numents and temples ; which, notwithſtanding the lapſe of 
time, are ſtill to be found in great numbers variouſly diſperſed 
in this kingdom. | 

Though theſe that are left give ſufficient evidence to an 
accurate obſerver, of their having been formed partly by art, 
and made occaſionally to move; yet there are many people 
who ſeem to think the rocking ſtones, rock idols, and 
other ſingular ſhaped rocks, to have been formed by ſome 
violent convulſion in nature, and are merely the effect of 
chance. 

In my Druidical reſearches I have carefully examined 
above thirty rocking ſtones ; and they all plainly appeared to 
have been formed by art, particularly thoſe among Brimham 
rocks [5]. Toland tells us how theſe rocking ſtones were 
contrived, as mentioned by Sir Robert Sibbald in the Ap- 
pendix to his Hiſtory of Fife and Kenroſs. That gentle- 
% man ſpeaking of the rocking ſtone near Balvaird (or the 
*« Bards town), I am informed, ſays he, that this ſtone was 
& broken by the uſurper Cromwell's ſoldiers ; and it was 
e diſcovered then, that its motion was performed by a yolk 
e extuberant in the middle of the under ſurface of the upper 
„ ſtone, which was inſerted in a cavity in the ſurface of the 


lower ſtone [e].“ 
Moſt of thoſe that I have examined have had their bottoms 


ſloped off, ſome towards the centre of the ſtone, others have 


[5] See a deſcription of theſe curious Druidical Monuments in Archzologia, 


vol. VIII. p. 210. 
[e] Toland, vol. I. p. 106. 


had 
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had three ſides ſloped, and ſome only two; by this artful 
contrivance the ſtones could only be put in motion from ſome 
particular parts. 

There is in the Peak of Derbyſhire a very remarkable rock- 
ing ſtone, called by the country people Robin Hood's Mark ; 
it ſtands on the edge of a declivity near the top of a hill on 
Aſhover common, looking down upon Overton hall, an eſtate 
of Sir Joſeph Banks, Bart. the reſpectable Preſident of the 
Royal Society, who will undoubtedly preſerve this curious 
Druidical monument. | 

Fig. 1. plate J. repreſents the South view of this rocking 
ſtone, which, from its extraordinary poſition, evidently ap- 
pears not only to have been the work of art, but to have 
been placed with great ingenuity ; the two upper ſtones (a 
and b) have been ſhaped to fit exactly with the two upright 
ſtones (c and d) on which they reſt; and ſo artfully con- 
trived, that the lower ſtone (b) moves with the upper ſtone 
(a). It meaſures about 26 feet in circumference. 


That this is a Druidical monument formed by art, cannot, 


T think, be denied; we are aſſured that the Druids were well 
{killed in the art of magic, by which the ſuperſtitious Britons 
were led implicitly to believe in the miracles' performed by 
theſe rocking ſtones. 

At about two hundred yards North of this rocking ſtone, 
is a ſingular ſhaped rock called the furning fone. See fig. 2. 
plate J. It ſtands on the edge of a hill on Aſhover common; 
height nine feet. It was a very ancient practice among the 
Britons to make three turns round their ſacred rocks and fires, 


according to the courſe of the ſun. Martin, in his account of + 


the Weſtern iſles, ſays, that in the Ifle of Barry there is one 
{tone about ſeven feet high, aud when the inhabitants come 
| A 2 ä near 
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near it, they take a religious turn round according to the an- 
cient Druid cuſtom.”” Hence there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that the above-mentioned ſtone was a rock 1dol to whom the 
Druids offered up their devotional rites. 

The augurial ſeat, or rock chair, is another curious Dru- 
idical monument, which was never taken notice of till I diſ- 
covered thoſe on Harborough rocks [4]. In my viſits at 
Wingerworth, the elegant and hoſpitable manſion of Sir 
Henry Hunloke, Bart. I had frequent opportunities of ex- 
ploring that neighbourhood, and Sir Henry very obligingly 
ſhewed me ſome rocks upon his eſtate called Stone-edge, or 
more properly Stainedge cliff, at the Eaſt end of the moor, 
about two miles and a half from W and ** 
from Cheſterfield. 8 | h 
On examining the rocks upon this cliff, whack; 1s Fiber 
difficult of acceſs, I found a large flat rock with five rock ba- 
ſons on the top, evidently cut with a tool. Fig. 3. plate 7. 
13 a view of the cliff where (a) is the flat rock with the baſons. 
Fig. 4. plate J. is a plan of the top of that rock; the ſurface 
is 59 feet by 57, the rock baſon (a) is 3 feet diameter by 2, 
and 1 foot three inches deep; that marked (b) is three feet 
diameter, (c) 3 feet 5 inches diameter; the two ſmall oval 
baſons are about 1 foot 8 inches in length, and each has a 
little channel to carry off the water when it gets near the top. 
There is ſomething remarkable in the chaſms and little 
holes on the outſide of theſe rocks, as may be ſeen in the 
perſpective view fig. 3. They appear to have been formed 
by art, and were probably intended for the myſterious pur- 
poſes of auguration, to which the ſituation 1s well adapted. 


[4] See an account of theſe and pike augurial ſeats in Archæologia, vol. IX. 
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At about 140 yards Eaſt of the rock baſons and in the ſame 
cliff is an augurial ſeat cut in a rock; ſee two views of this 
ſeat in plate Il fig. 5 and 6; height 16 feet. At the diſ- 
tance of 30 yards Eaſt of this rock is another augurial ſeat, 
two views of which are repreſented in fig. 7. and 8. 

The view fig. 7 is taken from the bottom of the cliff; its 
elevated ſituation made every attempt to meaſure it imprac- 
t cable, but it bears the ſame proportion to the other, allow- 
ing for the diſtance in perſpective. 

Fig. 8 is the back part of the ſame rock, where there is 
another ſeat with a rock baſon cut in the middle of it, evi- 
dently the work of art, which is allo viſible in ſhaping the 
front part, fig. 7, and where the ſtone (a) plainly appears to 
have been cut like a wedge to ſupport the rock under which it 
1s placed. 


The mark of the tool is plainly to be percewed in forming, 
in a rough manner, theſe rocks for their occaſional augura- 


tions. The rock baſons ſcem neceſſarily connected with theſe 
augurial ſeats, as I obſerved in a former paper [e]. 

Dr. Borlaſe tells us, that “ the Druids were the Magi of the 
„ Britons, and had a great number of rites in common with 
«© the Perſians ; now one of the chief functions of the Magi of 
ce the Eaſt was to divine, that is, to explain the will of the 
4e Gods, and foretell future events; the term magus ſigni- 
„ nifying among the ancients not a magician in the modern 
« ſenſe, but a ſuperintendant of ſacred and natural know- 
* ledge [/].“ 

We are well aſſured that the Druids divined by augury, 
from the obſervations they made on the flight of birds and. 
other ominous appearances. 


[Le] Archæologia, vol. IX. p. 208. 
[7] Antiquities of Cornwall, chap, xxi. p. 138. 


The. 
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The above-mentioned learned author ſays, © The Druids 
6 alſo (as we have great reaſon to think) pretended to pre- 
C dict future events, not only from holy wells and running 
« ſtreams, but from the rain and ſnow water, which, when 
o ſettled, and afterwards ſtirred either by oak-leaf or branch, 
* or magic wand, might exhibit appearances of great in- 
formation to the quick-ſighted Druid, or ſeem: ſo to do to 
* credulous enquirers, when the prieſt was at full liberty to 
* repreſent the appearances as he thought moſt for his pur. 
poſe Ig J. 

From the number of rock baſons we meet with among 
other Druidical monuments it is evident, that they uſed 
this ſort of hydromancy; and from the rock baſon being an- 
nexed to the above - mentioned ſeat it ſeems as if the Druids 
thought it a neceſſary yare in their ae, rituals of au- 

uration. 

At the South-weſt end of Stanton moor, in the Peak, and 
in Hartle liberty, is an aſſemblage of rocks, which ſtand on 
the ſummit of a circular hill called Grazed Tor, but more 
commonly known by the name of Mock Beggar's Hall. 
When I had the- honour of communicating: to. the Society 
ſome years ago an account of the Druidical monuments in 
that neighbourhood; I had not an opportunity of examining 
this Tor. with that accuracy which is neceſlary in the inveſ- 
tigation of theſe ancient monuments ; but having been ſince 
in the vicinity of theſe rocks, at the houſe of my worthy 
friend Bache Thornhill, eſq. to whoſe politeneſs I am much 
indebted, I frequently examined every acceſſible part of this 


Tor, and, notwithſtanding the many large rocks that have 


fallen from the top, there is ſufficient evidence of its having 


[ 2] Antiquities of Cornwall, p- 340. | 
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been a curious group of Druidical monuments. Fig. 9, Pl. 
VII. is a North-weſt view of Graned Tor; the rock marked 
(a) with four rock baſons, 1s 29 feet in circumference, and 
plainly appears, from its preſent poſition, to have fallen from 
the top. The three (tones (b, c, d,) ſeem to have been 
placed by art, and the uppermoſt is, I think, very likely to 
be a rocking ſtone, but there was no poſſibility of getting 
near enough to make the experiment. Whilſt I was taking 
a drawing of this Tor, an old man who ſtood by, told me 
that he remembered when he was a boy, his grandfather's 
pointing to the ſtone (b), and ſaying, it had always been 
called the Great Altar, and that ſeveral other rocks had names, 
but he had forgot what they were. We are led by traditional 
accounts to form probable conjectures ; and, as the Heathens 
always placed their altars on their higheſt ground, there is 
great reaſon to ſuppole that this elevated rock was a Dru- 

idical altar. 
At the bottom of the third rock from the top, marked (d), 
is a large rock baſon of an oval ſhape, diameter 4 feet by 2 
feet 10 inches, which evidently appears to be cut with a tool; 
the rock (e) is placed ſlopingly againſt the rock (d), and 
forms a kind of cavity, big enough to hold three or four 

people, in which is the rock baſon above- mentioned. 

Fig. 10 is a near view of this aperture, whence there is a 
very extenſive proſpect, of courſe well calculated for the 
purpoſe of divination. 

We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the Druids had the rite 
of water luſtrations, and the prieſt might purify his hands in 
this holy-water, which had never touched the earth before 


he officiated at the high altar, 


6 In 
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In my account of the Brimſtone rocks, I gave drawings of 
two that have apertures cut through'them, in which there 
are rock baſons[4]. Theſe ſheltered baſons are very remark- 
able, and ſeem. to have been ſo - contrived, that no water 


could: get into them but what had been firſt fltrated through 


their ſacred rocks, which the Druids would look: n as 


having been divinely purified. 


On the other ſide of the rock (f) in "IP 9, plate“ In 
an exact circular hole, as is ſeen in fig. 11, Plate III 
which is a South view of the Tor. 1 found there was 
no poſſibility of getting near enough to examine this rock, 
but 1 ſhould ſuppoſe, from the little channels on the other 


ſides, that there are rock baſons on the top. 
There are many large rocks ſcattered about, which muſt 


have fallen from the top, where, when they ſtood erect, fill- 
ing up every part of this elevated Tor, the effect muſt have 


been ſublimely ſtriking to the ſuperſtitious Britons, who had 
been taught to venerate thoſe ſacred rocks, 
That the Druids had fixed upon this hill for the celebration 
of their religious rites, I think cannot be doubted; it was 
uſual to incloſe their places of worſhip, and here a fence of 
large rough ſtones now plainly appears to have ſurrounded 


the rocks near the bottom of the mill. 
Fi ig. 12, Plate III is a South-caſt view of three remark- 


able Hills at the South end of Stanton moor, on which 
there are Druidical monuments (a). Careliff rocks on the 
top are a rocking ſtone and ſeveral rock baſons ſ i]; at the foot 
of theſe rocks at (b). 18 a Hermitage 8 RIG rocks marked 


D Archaolhh; vol. VIII. No. 4 and 8, es. 
. [5] See a deſcription of theſe in Archzologia, vol. VI.j p. 111. 


II] Ibid. p. 112. 
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(e) form Graned Tor, or Mock Beggars Hall; the hill (d) 
is Dutwood Tor, where (e) is a rock canopy that hangs over 
an augurial feat; on the top of this Por are three rock ba- 
ſons, evidently cut with a tool [/]. 

This view was taken from near the bottom of the hill (f), 
on which there are ſeveral large rocks called Bradley rocks ; 
on the top is a large rocking ſtone [n]. 

I flatter myſelf you will agree with me in lamenting, that 
theſe curious remains of antiquity ſhould have been ſo much 
neglected, and that the want of attention, in not making 
accurate oblervations on the form and conſtruction of theſe 
rock monuments, ſhould occaſion a diſbelief of their being 
Druidical. 


Jam, with great reſpect, 
Dear Sir, 
Your ſincere and 
much obliged 
humble Servant, 


H. RO OK E. 


[A See Archzologia, vol. IX. pp. 209, 210. 
Ln] Ibid, vol. VI. p. 111. 
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